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RAILWAY (METRONET) AMENDMENT BILL 2022 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 17 March. 
MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [8.20 pm]: I hope the Acting Speaker (Mr D.A.E. 
Scaife) will forgive me for my bad behaviour earlier in the evening and go gently on me! I want to make a contribution 
to the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022, which is for the Armadale line projects and shutdown, 
because it provides me with an opportunity to talk about Metronet more generally and what it truly means for 
Western Australia. In particular, I want to take the opportunity in a moment to talk about Metronet’s investments 
in the northern suburbs, particularly the railway line to Yanchep. 
Metronet is truly transformational. It will change the face of this city and how we travel, providing a modern public 
transport system for generations to come. We are a progressive government and public transport is in WA Labor’s 
DNA. We are a progressive government not just when it comes to public transport. We are progressive in the 
environmental area. We have a Minister for Climate Action for the very first time and a $750 million climate 
action fund. We are banning the logging of native forests. We have introduced “cans for cash”. We have introduced 
dozens of social reforms, including voluntary assisted dying; safe access zones to allow women to safely access 
abortions; no body, no parole laws; and the Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement Act. We now provide 
compensation for members of our police force. Of course, we also made electoral reforms and we are driving an 
economic reform strategy that includes diversifying our economy and encouraging the development of hydrogen 
industries and other renewable energy markets and industries in this state. This is the Labor way. We are progressive. 
We always were and always will be. Metronet, in particular, is no surprise to anyone who has followed WA Labor 
for a long time. We went to the election in 2013 with Metronet and again in 2017 and 2021 when we got a strong 
mandate to pursue our reforming Metronet package. It is a multibillion-dollar set of projects throughout the 
metropolitan area that will provide thousands of jobs and a pipeline of work for many years—all in the middle of 
a pandemic. It is quite extraordinary. 
This bill is about the Armadale line. It will authorise the construction of projects on the Armadale line, which is 
129 years old and will be transformed through three significant Metronet projects: Victoria Park, the Byford rail 
extension and the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. I think the shadow Minister for Transport is about to knock up 12 months 
in the role. I hope, and I know the Minister for Transport is hoping, that soon he will get rid of the “metrodebt” sticker 
and come on board to help advocate for it. In the shadow minister’s contribution to this debate, members might 
notice that he started trying to scare backbenchers in the southern suburbs about the Armadale line because of the 
disruption that will be caused by the 18-month shutdown of the train line. He was suggesting that if the project does 
not run on time, at the end of 2024, members of Parliament will somehow face dire consequences from their residents 
because of the disruption. It reminded me of my own experiences in Wanneroo and a similar performance in the 
chamber in the fortieth Parliament. I remember the member for Moore coming out to Wanneroo and drumming up 
business because some businesses were inconvenienced. He got on that bandwagon, jumping on with a number of 
local residents, who were no doubt impacted by the disruption, and he was trying to drum up business. I challenge 
the opposition’s shadow Minister for Transport to come back to Wanneroo now—come back up to where those 
two overpasses are now. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Ms S.E. WINTON: Yes. Come and talk to the local community now, when people are nothing but positive about 
the transformation that those two projects have made in the northern suburbs and the amount of time that is saved 
every day. I can tell members and backbenchers, particularly new backbenchers, from my experience that the majority 
of motorists do not like disruption and do not like roadworks, but they understand the bigger picture at play. They 
absolutely do understand the bigger picture and are prepared to make those sacrifices for significant upgrades and 
changes to the public transport system in their communities. Do not listen to the opposition’s shadow Minister for 
Transport who is trying to scare some of the local communities down there. My experience is that people appreciate 
that this government is making long-term investments in infrastructure in our suburbs that will have positive impacts 
for generations to come. 

I encourage the shadow Minister for Transport to come back to those two overpasses in my electorate that he had 
such great delight visiting while they were under construction. He can come and check them out now and tell me 
how he thinks that they are anything but absolutely fantastic for our community. Thank God he is not the transport 
minister. I do not quite understand how it would ever be managed that a regional member of Parliament, who likes 
to play off the regions against the metro area, could stand before the public at election time in 2025 and say, “If you 
elect us, I will be your transport minister.” 

Mr D.A. Templeman: He wouldn’t be able to manage a train set! 
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Ms S.E. WINTON: I do not know. He might have to quietly scrape off the stickers before then. I am not sure 
whether he will stay shadow Minister for Transport because prior to him, we had the member for Vasse, who is also 
a regional member—they really do get the metropolitan area! Prior to that, it was the former member for Scarborough, 
Liza Harvey. I do not know who they are going to present as an opposing, credible alternative Minister for Transport 
in 2025. Opposition members will have to be careful what they say in Hansard because once it is in Hansard, we 
will remind people in 2025 about members opposite being anti-Metronet and anti–transformational public transport 
investments in this state. 

Of course, we hear all the time from our minister about the extraordinary number of projects that are running 
across the state. There are 15 at the moment. Ones nearing completion include the Forrestfield–Airport Link, the 
Denny Avenue level crossing removal and the Mandurah multistorey car park—is that finished yet, minister? 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Yes—all open. 

Ms S.E. WINTON: It is open, sorry! My notes say that it is nearly complete; there we go.  

Of course, the Morley–Ellenbrook railway is under construction. We have highlighted many times in this place that we 
are finally delivering for the long-suffering people of Ellenbrook. Other projects include the Thornlie–Cockburn Link 
and the Bayswater and Lakelands station projects. I will talk about the Yanchep rail extension in a minute. A number 
of planning studies will take us well into planning future infrastructure for not only Metronet, but also roads. 

I grew up in Yanchep in the 1970s and went to Wanneroo Senior High School, as it was in those days, when 
Wanneroo Road was a single-lane road. I remember when during my teenage years in 1979 the Liberal government 
cancelled the Perth–Fremantle train line. In 1983, when I graduated from Wanneroo Senior High School, I chose 
the furthest tertiary institution to do my teaching studies, which was Murdoch University. In those days when I used 
to travel from Yanchep to Murdoch every day in my little red Escort, the northernmost point of the freeway in 
1983 was Main Street in Osborne Park. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: How did your little Escort go getting there? Was it all right? 

Ms S.E. WINTON: It was all right. It was a manual. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Ms S.E. WINTON: All I know is that it was a two-door and had a good radio in it, but the rest of it was not much chop. 
I often remind my daughters when they sometimes whinge about travelling from the northern suburbs how good 
they have it now with the public transport and the train system that is operating. Of course, we have to acknowledge 
that the Perth–Joondalup line was delivered by a Labor government through the Perth–Joondalup Railway Act 1989. 
I read the Hansard of those days. People said we could not do it and that it was stupid to do. Look at it now and what 
the Perth–Joondalup line has created; it goes even further into the northern suburbs. Of course, Labor electrified 
the Perth rail network to make sure that we could build a modern public train system. We built the extension from 
Currambine to Clarkson and we built the Perth–Mandurah line. By “we”, I mean Labor governments, just in case 
members opposite are confused. We also built the line to Thornlie. As I said, in 2017, we were elected on a platform 
of delivering Metronet, which is seeing a transformation of the metropolitan area. It is creating a world-class 
transport system for generations to come. 
I want to talk about the Yanchep line. Back in those days, I could not have imagined that a train line would ever go 
to Yanchep. It was extended by 14.5 kilometres from Joondalup to Butler station, which is the northernmost point at 
the moment. That was first proposed in the 1970s. Three new stations will be built along the way: Alkimos, Eglinton 
and Yanchep stations. I noticed when the member for Moore made his contribution that there was a whole heap of 
criticism that the railway will not run on time and that the project has been delayed. In the five years that I have sat 
here, the opposition has never given Metronet any credit, except by, I think, Hon Dr Steve Thomas in the other house 
who said that Metronet is a good thing. Other than the odd mention in the upper house, in this house, the chamber 
I sit in, I have not heard one member of the opposition ever give any credit to the fact that Metronet will transform 
this city into a modern city. Importantly, it will provide a pipeline of work for thousands of people and create 
certainty for many, many businesses and investment in this state during a pandemic. 
I want to focus for a moment on Wanneroo. Although Metronet does not go through Wanneroo, the power of 
Metronet is that it provides strong connecting roads that service the outlying communities to access the train lines. 
I mentioned previously the two overpasses at Ocean Reef Road and Joondalup Drive, which now makes it very easy 
for people in my suburbs to connect with the Perth–Joondalup train line. I mentioned earlier that in the 1980s the 
entire length of Wanneroo Road was a single-lane road. We have dualled Wanneroo road from Joondalup Drive to 
Flynn Drive as part of our 2017 election commitment. That work has been done and was worth $31 million. 
Ms R. Saffioti: And the overpass, member. 
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Ms S.E. WINTON: Yes. We now have the Mitchell Freeway extension to Romeo Road, which is worth over 
$232 million. Included in that, of course, are projects that will duplicate the northern and southern parts of 
Wanneroo Road and make sure that Wanneroo Road is a continuous dual road all the way past Carabooda, which 
is absolutely fantastic. 
I want to pick up on something that the shadow Minister for Tourism said in his contribution. He made a big deal 
about acknowledging the federal government’s contribution to transport projects around the state. The member is 
right; the federal government has contributed. I take members back to before the 2017 election and the two overpasses 
that have been delivered. The Minister for Transport will remember that. Prior to the 2017 election, we said that 
we would cancel Roe 8 and instead invest in a number of key infrastructure road projects around the metropolitan 
area, including the two overpasses. I remember that after we were elected in this place, members opposite kept 
saying that we could not do that. They said that we could not get the federal government to fund those projects. What 
happened? We were able to cancel the Roe 8 contract and redirect that funding into the northern suburbs. They 
might have said that it could not be done, but I have two fantastic overpasses that were funded from the cancellation 
of Roe 8. Members opposite said we could not do that. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms S.E. WINTON: Metronet is a set of generational infrastructure projects that will make a huge impact on not 
only this generation, but also future generations. We are building projects that will last for a long time. I gave 
members the example of the overpasses, particularly the Joondalup overpass. That project was built in such a way 
that it will be foolproof for the next 30 or potentially 50 years. There is no way roadworks will be done on that 
overpass in the foreseeable future, because we have done it properly rather than the bandaid infrastructure projects 
that were around when the Liberals were in government. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms S.E. WINTON: I started my contribution by highlighting that we are a progressive government. We are 
a progressive government in not only the Metronet infrastructure, but also the complementary kinds of policies that 
we are enacting to do with Metronet. I will quickly highlight three in particular. We made a decision, which has 
since been enacted, that from 1 January anyone who travels on public transport has to pay for only two zones. We 
are not only building a fantastic public transport system, but also making it affordable for people. In the northern 
suburbs, as in the southern suburbs—as the member for Mandurah would know—that makes a huge daily impact 
on the cost of living for residents in my area. People are saving up to $3 000 a year by using a modern, sophisticated 
public train system. Secondly, a complementary and progressive policy with regard to Metronet is that we are 
building our railcars in Western Australia. I heard many, many times that we could not do that; people said it could 
not be done. The Bellevue railcar facility does that; we are manufacturing railcars here in Western Australia 
and we are creating hundreds of long-term jobs and training for Western Australians through the production of 
246 Metronet railcars and six new Australind railcars. Importantly, 50 per cent of the contract value of that 
work is to be delivered to local companies. People said we could not do it, but we are doing it. Thirdly, and very 
importantly—particularly when we are talking about the rising cost of petrol—the minister is pushing for more 
electric CAT buses on our streets. There is a trial of electric buses going on right now in Joondalup. 
This government has a holistic approach to the work it is doing in the area of transport. It is continuing to create 
a pipeline of much-needed jobs during this pandemic and it is providing certainty for companies and employers. It is 
going to transform the way that people travel around Perth, particularly people in the northern suburbs. As members 
know, quite often people do not necessarily choose to go to the outer suburbs but have to go there for affordable 
housing, and Labor governments know that we need to provide equitable and affordable public transport options 
for the people who live in our outer suburbs. 
We are delivering this whilst being strong financial managers of this state. Members will have heard the Premier’s 
latest response to our economic position in this state, and how we are being judged in financial markets around 
Australia and also the world in respect of our fiscal responsibility. The government has made a historically high 
level of investment into important public transport infrastructure whilst managing a pandemic and keeping 
Western Australians safe. 
I cannot wait for the Yanchep line to open. It seems quite surreal that I will one day be able to take a train to Yanchep 
with my daughters and grandkids—and I am hoping my mum will still be alive then; she is only 78 years old—and 
tell them how I used to have to travel to the city. They and their children will be able to enjoy a modern transport 
system. Thank you. 
MS M.J. HAMMAT (Mirrabooka) [8.43 pm]: I am very pleased to join members who have already spoken, this 
evening and last week, to the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022. I am excited to speak on this bill 
because I think we all recognise that this bill speaks to the significant work this government is doing to transform 
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our public transport network in Western Australia. This bill deals with upgrades to the Armadale line, the Byford 
extension and the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. 
Members have already spoken about the specific provisions of the bill. In the time I have available this evening, 
I want to do a few things. The first is to congratulate the government and the Minister for Transport for the work 
they have done on both this bill and, more broadly, building a modern rail and public transport network for our city. 
As others have already quite rightly said, this is something that the Liberals and Nationals have never achieved, and 
it is in fact inconceivable that they ever could. It is Labor governments that deliver for the people of Western Australia 
secure, accessible and affordable public transport—not just today, but also for those who come after us. 
This is a transformative project that the minister and government are involved in. It will leave generations of 
Western Australians much better off, particularly on the Armadale line, in respect of this bill, but it will also benefit 
people right around the Perth metropolitan area and the rest of the state, because there is a collective social benefit 
that comes from having a modern public transport system. A suite of projects will transform our suburbs, communities 
and state. 
I want to talk a little more about the establishment of the railcar manufacturing facility in Bellevue, which is part 
of the suite of Metronet projects. It really underlines how important the Metronet transformation is, not just in 
terms of delivering public transport to the people of Western Australia, but also in recognising the great opportunities 
Metronet will provide for diversifying the economy and delivering skilled jobs in new and exciting areas. The 
railcar manufacturing facility is a great investment in the future of Western Australia. Making our railcars here is 
an investment in the future of public transport, but it also points to a future in manufacturing and, importantly, 
a future of secure, well-paid and highly skilled jobs. 
Members are probably well familiar with the Bellevue railcar manufacturing facility. It was announced in March 2020 
and officially opened in June last year. I know that many members will be greatly excited to see the first railcar 
roll off the assembly line. The government has ordered 246 Metronet railcars and six Australind railcars in the 
biggest railcar order in Western Australian history—a $1.25 billion contract. Those cars will be built, tested and 
maintained right here in Western Australia, creating thousands of local jobs. Many of those jobs will be in the railcar 
facility, but there will also be many indirect jobs as well. This is really exciting, because we know that manufacturing 
provides highly skilled long-term jobs for people. These are the kinds of jobs that we need in a modern, high-tech 
manufacturing economy. These are the kinds of jobs we want to create if, indeed, we want to diversify our economy 
and build something that will provide a legacy for the people of Western Australia. 
One of this government’s outstanding achievements is its commitment to creating good jobs. It is well understood 
that this is a government that will always have jobs as its number one priority. I think it is significant that the 
government has committed not to creating casual, low-paid, transient jobs, but to investing in good jobs that we 
know will allow working people to build a life and support their families, both in the short term and over the 
duration of their working lives. 
Last week we saw the latest labour market figures. They revealed that Western Australia currently has the highest 
labour market participation in its history. More than 152 000 jobs have been created since the McGowan government 
was elected in 2017. We have a track record of creating jobs and encouraging participation in our labour market. 
The railway facility in Bellevue will go one step further than just creating jobs, because it will also have links with 
the local TAFE trade training centre to ensure that we are training up the next generation of workers with the skills 
that not just the Bellevue railcar manufacturing facility will need, but also other training facilities can use in the 
future. This link between training and providing pathways for people into long-term skilled employment is a key 
success indicator for the economy, but, as I said earlier, it is critically important to working people who rely on 
those kinds of skilled jobs to build their lives and their livelihoods. 

I want to quote my dad. There are many words of wisdom that come from one’s father. I remember as a young 
person, he would always say to me, “We need to build things in Australia.” He understood that by building things, 
we can create that successful First World economy that we need. Australia, and Western Australia in particular, 
should always have a vision of not just digging up and exporting mineral wealth and not just selling our agricultural 
produce to the world, but also transforming those products into something even better. I think that understanding 
how we can aspire to be a sophisticated, successful, highly skilled, high-wage economy is something that underpins 
the work of this government. The railcar manufacturing facility will help us to build a modern, diversified economy. 
It will be good for working people and their families and for our economy, and it will help to develop a basis of those 
essential manufacturing skills, which will be good for that facility, but also, indeed, good for anyone who wants 
to engage in manufacturing and high-tech jobs in Western Australia. 

I, for one, am very excited about the prospects for manufacturing. This sector is changing rapidly. It is no longer 
an industry that has its basis in the kind of heavy, large-scale manufacturing that we often imagine. Car manufacturing 
is something that regularly comes to mind. New technologies like robotics and 3D printing are transforming how 
we can manufacture goods, making sure that we have manufacturing that is more nimble, is able to be done on 
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a smaller scale and can respond much more quickly to consumer demand. I think the future for manufacturing is 
potentially very bright, as long as we are able to adapt to the new set of circumstances in which it will be conducted. 
I think it is perfectly suited for smaller places like Western Australia to respond to those new opportunities and 
take advantage of them when we can. However, for that to succeed, we need governments to lead the way. We need 
governments that are prepared to invest and to support new operators to get started. We need governments that 
will speak of a vision about how we can have those kinds of different industries in our diversified economy, and 
that is what we have in the McGowan Labor government. I am very pleased to be a part of a government that is able 
to imagine our economy in those more diversified ways. 

It is worth noting that, as a result of the government’s commitment to building railcars here, Rio Tinto announced 
in October last year that it would follow that lead and also seek to have its railcars manufactured locally in 
Western Australia. These railcars are currently manufactured in China. Its initial tenders are for 50 iron ore railcars 
and then another 10 every year for the next five years. I take the opportunity to congratulate it for making that 
significant investment in our state. It is a really great announcement. We need only visit the Pilbara to understand 
how many railcars we use in Western Australia. People who have seen the massive iron ore trains carrying our iron 
ore to ports will understand that there are literally hundreds of railcars in the Pilbara, so to manufacture them here 
is an exciting and important development and will be the first time that has happened. There is much to applaud 
in that decision. 

One of the reasons I am particularly pleased about the Bellevue railcar facility and the investment of Rio Tinto is 
that it will give the people I represent in my electorate of Mirrabooka access to these skilled, well-paid jobs near 
where they live. Although it is great that we have the manufacturing hub south of the river in Kwinana, it is important 
to create jobs in a variety of locations around the metropolitan area. For the people I represent, Bellevue is an 
important location that will allow them to have access to these jobs. 

While talking about railways and manufacturing, I could not let the opportunity pass to reflect on the long list 
of failures of Liberal–National governments in this area. It is impossible to forget, and we should not forget, 
because it is important to remember that it is Labor governments that deliver public transport for the people of 
Western Australia, despite the long list of broken promises from those opposite. It is, of course, impossible to think 
about public transport without reflecting on the terrible broken promises to the people of Ellenbrook to build a train 
line. I am sure the minister will be able to enlighten me about whether it was one, two, three or four broken promises 
to build the Ellenbrook line. It was promised over and again, but not a single centimetre of rail line was delivered 
for the poor people of Ellenbrook. In my electorate of Mirrabooka, many remember the commitment that was given 
to build MAX light rail. I know that the member for Mount Lawley spoke about this in his contribution. This remains 
fresh in the minds of the voters in my electorate; they remember how they were promised much by a Liberal–National 
government, but it delivered nothing. The history of it is notorious. It was promised at the end of 2012 and was 
one of the key commitments at the 2013 election. As I say, the people of Mirrabooka in particular paid attention 
to that announcement, so they were certainly paying attention nine months later when the project was shelved for, 
I believe, three years. Having barely got started in that term of government, it kicked it off to beyond the next election, 
and then it was delayed again in 2016 for another three years. It is worth recording that the former government 
reportedly spent about $28 million on that project, not on railcars and not on laying a single centimetre of rail, but 
on, apparently, communications advice, an engagement survey and strategic advice. It is fair to say that it delivered 
nothing for the people of Mirrabooka, despite a long list of promises that it would indeed build rail for them. 

While we are talking about manufacturing, it is important to reflect on the former government’s lack of performance 
in this area too, particularly during the last mining boom, which was during the term of the Liberal–National 
government. A record amount of development and construction was happening in the north west of our state. When 
massive projects were being built and massive developments were being undertaken, what was happening in the 
workshops of Kwinana? Nothing! The workshops and the manufacturers of Kwinana were crying out for work 
during one of the biggest booms that we had experienced in this state, but nothing was delivered for those people 
and nothing was delivered for working people. Instead, the Liberal–National government at the time allowed 
that work to be done offshore. Shamefully, during this time, young people, particularly in Kwinana, remained 
unemployed. Youth unemployment in Kwinana at the time was stubbornly high. When we could have, and should 
have, been employing record numbers of young people in apprenticeships and other training opportunities, we 
were not. In fact, our manufacturing work was being done elsewhere. Again, I think it is important to contrast that 
with the work that this government has done to ensure that that kind of thing does not happen again by doing things 
like passing the Western Australian Jobs Act and investing in the manufacturing facility at Bellevue. 

The long-term benefits of economic booms do not just happen by accident. Deliberate strategies and policies are 
required if we are going to diversify the economy and make it more robust and leave a long-term legacy from the 
economic booms that we encounter. 
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I also could not help but spend some time looking at the performance of other states on their transport needs, 
particularly the performance of Liberal–National governments in this area. It is worth noting that the Liberal–National 
government in New South Wales was in the news in 2018 because it ordered $2 billion worth of new trains, built 
in South Korea, that were too wide to fit through the train tunnels. They were 20 centimetres wider than the existing 
trains, which meant that the only way those trains could be used was by ignoring the existing safety standards for 
rail tunnel clearance. It was the same Liberal government in NSW—it seemingly has an ongoing problem with this—
that reportedly ordered 10 new ferries that were too big to fit under the bridges on the Parramatta River. The ferries 
were open-air on top and required people to clear the top deck as they approached the bridges so that people would 
not be knocked off. Again, these were built overseas in Indonesia. 

Before the Liberal–National government was kicked out of office in Queensland, it contracted $4.4 billion of new 
trains that were basically illegal because their disabled toilets were not designed or built to the specifications that 
allowed people with a disability to access them. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: They also didn’t stop! 

Ms M.J. HAMMAT: They also did not stop; that is a problem for sure, minister! 

We laugh because this is laughable. It is really like some kind of satire, but it is a serious waste of taxpayers’ money 
to build these significant pieces of the public transport puzzle that are not able to be delivered in a way that allows 
them to be used in a safe way that is fit for purpose. It is also a waste of an opportunity when the government could 
have been supporting highly skilled Australian manufacturing, as this government is doing, and all the spin-offs 
that come with that—jobs and the long-term benefit to the economy, young people and families. Instead of doing 
that, the Liberal–National government had things made overseas and wasted the opportunity to build something of 
long-term benefit for people in Western Australia. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms M.J. HAMMAT: In Western Australia it is impossible to think about railway manufacturing without reflecting 
on how the Liberal and National Parties will always be known as the government that lied to the people who 
worked in the Midland railway workshops—the last time we had rail manufacturing here in Western Australia. 
Before the election in 1994, the Court opposition promised working people that it would keep those workshops 
open, only to completely break that commitment as soon as it was elected. I was really interested to discover whilst 
I was doorknocking last year, prior to the last state election, that people still raised this betrayal spontaneously 
with me. They remembered it. They remembered the promises that were made and they remembered how they had 
lost their jobs when the government closed those railway workshops. I think what it underlines is that the continual 
broken promises from those in the corner really had an impact on people’s lives, and people remembered it because 
they were so unhappy, shocked and devastated to lose a job that not only they had held for their lives, but also, in 
many cases, generations of workers had had in those rail workshops. It was disgraceful and dishonest behaviour 
from a party that does not care about working people, and it had a profound impact on the people who lost their 
jobs and their families. 

The Midland railway workshops is an important part of our history in Western Australia. For more than 90 years, 
it skilled workers. People were trained and employed in those workshops after it opened in 1904. As I said, in 
many cases, generations of workers worked in the railway workshops. It was not unusual for there to be both fathers 
and sons—it was fathers and sons at the time—employed there. During its time, it was one of the largest industrial 
workshops in Western Australia, and many, many skilled tradespeople got their trades there both building and 
repairing locomotive engines. They went on to work in a wide range of industries in Western Australia. They worked 
in not only the mining industry, but also the housebuilding industry. They went on to be technical college lecturers. 
They went into marine engineering. They built our state with the skills that they learnt at the railway workshops 
in Midland. Since it closed, many people have worked really hard to preserve its history, and I am very grateful to 
them for doing that. It is a story that deserves to be told and told again. Bobbie Oliver has done a lot of work to 
bring light to this issue. 
In my contribution tonight, I want to acknowledge Neil Byrne, who has now passed away, but I think of Neil Byrne 
often. I met Neil Byrne whilst I worked at UnionsWA. He would come to visit me. He was someone who, for his 
whole life, had had a close and enduring attachment with the union movement, being not just a union member, but 
also a delegate and executive member. When I knew Neil, he was retired, but he continued to talk to me not because 
he had worked at the Midland railway workshops, but because he understood the importance of that workplace in 
our Labor history heritage. He spent a lot of time talking to me about the Midland Workshops, the wonderful 
things that happened there, its significant legacy, significant history and significant impact on our economy. I know 
that he would be delighted by the work that is being done, particularly with the Bellevue railcar manufacturing 
facility, and I just wanted to record my appreciation to Neil for the time that he spent talking to me about that and 
its importance. 
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The McGowan Labor government through the Metronet project is transforming our state by building a public 
transport network that is affordable, accessible and connected. Metronet will make our communities stronger. It will 
help people find and keep employment. It will ease congestion on our roads and reduce time spent travelling to 
and from work, and it is good for the environment. The McGowan Labor government is also using this project to 
diversify our economy and support local manufacturing. By building the Bellevue railcar manufacturing facility and 
linking it to TAFE trade centres so that we can give our young people a chance for long-term, well-paid, highly skilled 
jobs, this project will make life better for Western Australians today and for the generations of Western Australians 
who come after us. 
I am so incredibly proud to be part of a government that has a vision for public transport and a vision for a diversified 
economy for Western Australians. I am proud to be part of a government that can and will deliver for the people 
of Western Australia. This bill is part of a suite of initiatives that are transforming our WA public transport 
network. Although this bill goes to the work that will happen on the Armadale extension, it is part of a broad suite 
of changes that will benefit all of us. Regardless of whether we have a train line through our suburbs, it will help 
make life better for all of us. Things like the Bellevue manufacturing facility are an investment in jobs that I think 
have the capacity to diversify our economy and give us confidence to recognise that we are about more than just 
digging minerals out of the ground or exporting agricultural produce to the world. 
Can I close my comments by once again congratulating the minister for all her work in this area. It is a significant 
achievement. It is only Labor governments that deliver. With that, I will conclude my comments and commend 
the bill to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 9.08 pm 
__________ 
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